   

Why do wars begin?





Definition of war: War is a state of armed conflict that results from the failure to solve disputes by diplomatic or other means. Though inevitably violent it is usually governed by rules or conventions.





Territory





Resources





Ideology:


Race, religion, ideas about role of leaders or kings





Political gain: reinforcement of domestic position





Irredentism : uniting by conquest people of similar race, or language that live in different speaking countries e.g. the German speaking peoples of the Sudetenland





Replacing leadership of country





Treaties/Alliances





Military superiority





Balance of power





Defence: pre-emptive action because of threat posed by other country, including terrorism








