
Introduction/ Legend of Quetzalcoatl





1519 Hernan Cortes





Sent by Governor of Cuba to explore South America





500 men looking for fortune





Year of One Reed, 52 year cycle





Quetzalcoatl returning from East to destroy Aztec Empire





Bad omens in Tenochtitlan e.g. fishermen catching bird with mirror on head





Hatred of the Aztecs





Priests demanded thousands of sacrifices to counteract omens





Even allies began to hate Aztecs sacrifices





Montezuma panicked when he received news of Spanish landing





Montezuma believed that Cortes was returning Quezalcoatl





Spanish different. Had enormous ‘canoes’, weapons that ‘spat fire’, four-legged monsters.





Montezuma’s Dilemma





If invaders had come to loot the empire he should destroy them





However, if they were Gods if the Aztecs attacked them might be so angry they would destroy the Empire


















































