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Introduction





Scientific revolution: changes in people’s understanding of how the world worked that took place in the seventeenth century





Made difference to health, astronomy, and how people worked and lived their lives.





Astronomy





1500 earth seen as centre of universe.





Planets thought to be fixed to spheres orbiting the earth





God thought to control the movement of spheres





1610 Galileo showed that earth not the centre of the universe





He proved that earth went round the sun.





Faced huge opposition to ideas.
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Health-Background





People knew little about how their own bodies worked





Doctors used books written by Greek and Roman writers. These contained many errors





Doctors not allowed to dissect corpses because this was against religious teachings





1500 doctors believed that bodies made up of 4 humours: blood, phlegm, yellow and black biles





Illness thought to occur when humours out of balance





Most common diseases plague, smallpox, typhoid, and measles. No knowledge of germs or bacteria





Health-Changes





1543 Vesalius published accurate drawings of the human body





French army surgeon recommends using bandages to prevent infection





William Harvey proved that blood circulated round the body. Blood transfusions started.





1717 Lady Mary Wortley introduces smallpox vaccination





Other developments





1613 Clean water piped 38 miles to London





East Anglian fens drained to make better farming land





1662 Royal Society set up so that scientists can share ideas





New mechanical looms invented which can make cloth 4 times faster than by hand





1686 Isaac Newton publishes his ideas to show there are natural laws to keep the universe going





Thomas Savery invents steam engine to pump water out of Cornwall’s tin mines





Conclusion





The world, and how people saw it, changed enormously by scientific revolution





Just because an idea exists does not mean that people believe it: many people clung onto older ideas for many years
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