




























Background





March 1819 formation Manchester Patriotic Union Society





Main aim was to obtain parliamentary reform





Leaders: Joseph Johnson, John Knight, James Wroe





Summer 1819 planned a public meeting in Manchester. 





Invited Major Cartwright, Henry ‘Orator’ Hunt, and Richard Carlile. Cartwright couldn’t attend





Peterloo – the early stages





Meeting to take place on 16th August 1819





Local magistrates worried that a meeting of reformers might end in a riot.





Arranged for large number of soldiers to be in Manchester on day of meeting





Wm Hulton, Chairman of magistrates, and 9 others met in Mr Buxton’s House, overlooking St Peter’s Field. Although no trouble, magistrates worried about size of crowd – approx. 50000





Hulton ordered special constables to clear a path through the crowd between the hustings and Mr Buxton’s House.





Peterloo- starting the meeting





Main speakers arrived at 1.20 p.m.





1.30 p.m., magistrates came to the conclusion that ‘the town was in great danger’





Hulton told, Joseph Nadin, Deputy Constable of Manchester, to arrest Hunt and other leaders of the demonstration





Major Trafford was 1st to receive order to arrest the men.





Capt. Hugh Birley, and 60 men, chosen to make the arrests. Eyewitnesses claimed they were drunk





Birley claimed that horse were scared by the crowd





Arresting the speakers





Manchester and Salford cavalry entered the Field along the path cleared by the constables. As they moved closer, some of crowd linked arms to stop them arresting the speakers.





Others attempted to close pathway made by special constables. Some of yeomenry (cavalry) started to use their sabres (swords) to cut their way through the crowd.





When Birley and his men reached the hustings they arrested Henry Hunt, John Knight, Joseph Johnson, George Swift and others.





Lieut.Col. L’Estrange reported to Hulton at 1.50 p.m. and told him that the crowd were attacking the soldiers. L’Estrange ordered 15th Hussars to rescue yeomenry.





By 2 p.m. soldiers had cleared most of the crowd from St.Peter’s Field. Eleven people were killed and about 400, including 100 women, were wounded.





Afterwards





Richard Carlile avoided being arrested. Wrote report in next edition of newspaper called Sherwin's Political Register’





Police raided Carlile’s shop and took all stock of newspapers and pamphlets. Carlile later imprisoned for publishing story.





James Wroe was at meeting and described events in Manchester Observer. Wroe also sent to prison for writing about meeting. 1st person to describe it as the Peterloo Massacre.





John Tyas of Times arrested and imprisoned. Most critical article appeared in Times two days later as Govt tried to suppress news about the event.





Home secretary, Viscount Sidmouth, wrote to magistrates praising their action. Parliament also passed Six Acts in effort to make sure meetings like this did not happen again.





Trial of organisers of meeting took place in York between 16th and 27th March, 1820.  Men charged with ‘assembling with unlawful banners at an unlawful meeting for the purpose of exciting discontent’. Henry Hunt was found guilty, imprisoned for 2 years and 6 months. Joseph Johnson, Samuel Bamford and Joseph Healey sentenced for a year.  John Saxton, John Moorhouse, George Swift, and Robert Wild acquitted.








