


PARLIAMENTARY REFORM - I





INTRODUCTION





Parliamentary � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "reform" ��reform� often seen as one of the most important changes in the nineteenth century





‘Parliamentary reform’ means changes in who could vote to elect � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "members" ��M.P.s� to � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "parliament" ��Parliament� and who could be an M.P.





Notes cover: 


What the system was like before 1832


Reasons why reform was needed


Why change came at that time


What changes were made in 1832 � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "GRA" ��‘The Great Reform Act’.�





System before 1832





You could not vote if:


You were a man under 21


You were a woman


You owned land worth less than � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "money" ��40 shillings� a year





Voting was not secret: open to � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "corruption" ��corruption, threats and bribes�





Only men owning property could be M.P.s and M.P.s were not paid a salary





Often there was only one � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "candidate" ��candidate� and so no � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "constituency" ��contest� at the time of an election





WHY REFORM WAS NEEDED





Britain had changed enormously because of the � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "industrial" ��Industrial Revolution�





More of Britain’s wealth came from industry than from farming but…





…there were many huge towns (Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester) that did not have an � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "Members" ��M.P.� to represent their interests





However, there were many � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "rottenboroughs" ��rotten boroughs� which had few (if any) people and yet returned 2 M.P.s to Parliament. Most famously Dunwich and Old Sarum





Middle class argued that towns should have M.P.s instead of Rotten boroughs





William Cobbett and other � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "radical" ��radicals� wanted working men who were often poor to have the vote, be represented in �HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "parliament"��Parliament� and have their � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "standardliving" ��standard of living� protected





Landowners opposed change and feared � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "frenchrevolution" ��revolution as in France� in 1789. They could only lose power.





PARLIAMENTARY REFORM - II





WHY CHANGE CAME IN 1832





Two political parties: Whigs and Tories





Whigs believed: Revolution if system does not change





Tories believed: Revolution if system does change





Early 1830s time of great hardship. Harvests bad, food prices rose. Widespread � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "unemployment" ��unemployment�





Organisations like the Birmingham Political Union (BPU) gaining massive support e.g. 100,000 members





During 1831 Whigs made 3 attempts to pass reform � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "bill" ��bill� through Parliament. Failure of second attempt led to riots in Bristol, Leeds, Nottingham and other places.





June 1832 Earl Grey finally passes the Reform bill that becomes known as � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "GRA" ��the Great Reform Act�.





WHAT CHANGES WERE MADE?





In the counties (the countryside) a few more people were given the vote





In the boroughs (towns) men occupying property worth £10 a year could vote





Overall, 250,000 extra people could vote. 1 in 5 men, 1 in 10 adults.





56 � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "rottenboroughs" ��rotten boroughs� lost their M.P.s. Large northern industrial towns now had M.P.s





Still 73 rotten boroughs after 1832





Number of � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "constituency" ��contested constituencies� actually fell after 1832.


1832 = 228


1841 = 168





CONCLUSION





Changes forced by � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "term" ��long-term � (industrial revolution) and � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "term" ��short-term� (unemployment) circumstances. 





Very limited change, very few could vote. Certainly not the poorer Britons or women.





Perhaps called the ‘� HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "GRA" ��Great Reform Act’� because it was the first change, not because it meant many more men could vote.





1832 act paved way for later acts:


1867 1/3 adult men could vote


1872 � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "secret" ��Secret Ballot�


1884 2/3 adult men could vote 








