


Introduction





England, Wales and Scotland become United Kingdom





Jacobite rebellion tests if truly united





1745 Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie - BPC) attempted to put family back on throne





Would show Scots unhappiness with union with England





Background





Some blamed English for heavy taxes and Spanish attacks on Scottish trade





Huge improvement in industry, trade and agriculture





July 1745 BPC landed Eriskay, island off West Coast of Scotland





7 men with him. Hoped to gain support from Catholic clans of the Highlands.





Clans total 17,950 troops outnumbering size of government army in England





If BPC had advantage might win support of Scots and French





Gathering support and gaining Edinburgh





August 1745 BPC raises standard raised standard at Glenfinnan





200 men with him





Support from some clans giving further 4000 soldiers





Jacobites captured Edinburgh





Expected to double size of army and demanded supplies from city.





Army now 5,500 on leaving Edinburgh





Into England





Jacobites left Edinburgh





Won victory at Prestonpans





Against advice BPC marched his army into England





Many deserted army





At Carlisle only 4500 troops left





Jacobites marched deeper into England





4 Dec 1745 Jacobites reached Derby, only 130 miles from London.





Weather poor and army short of food





Also Jacobites outnumbered 6 to 1 by advancing English army





Retreat





Generals persuaded BPC to retreat





Followed to Scotland by Duke of Cumberland and main government army





BPC met and defeated 2nd government army at Falkirk





Many left Jacobite army after Falkirk





Generals argued that Jacobite army faced destruction





Recommended retreat to Highlands then start again next Spring





Army retreated to Highlands





Culloden (16 April 1746) and after





5000 Jacobites against 9000 government troops





Government army better armed, trained and had cannons. Also better positioned





Jacobites totally defeated





Cumberland’s army savagely killed wounded at Culloden





Then plundered Highlands





Charles fled abroad





Never again tried to take the throne of England








