




Archbishop of Canterbury: The man who is in charge of the whole of the church in England. There are actually two archbishops within the English church, one for York but the most important one for Canterbury.

Clergy: The collective name for priests, bishops and so on. 

Fines: A sum of money that has to be paid as a punishment. 

Power from the Church: Becket argued that Henry gained his power from the church. What he is referring to are those times, like coronations, when a king is crowned and receives that crown from the Archbishop of Canterbury. So without the church the King would not officially be a king at all. This is why Becket argues that Henry owes his power to the church.

Try: To put on trial or put before a court to work out whether someone is guilty or innocent of a particular crime.

Scriptures : another name for the Bible.

Hair shirt: A form of uncomfortable clothing, made from a material like sacking, which was very itchy. People wore this as a sign of their commitment to God because wearing it was a constant reminder of and punishment for sinfulness.

King’s courts: The courts which work out the guilt or innocence of people and which act on behalf of the King whose duty it is to give justice to the people of a country.

Church Courts: The courts that act on behalf of the church and decide whether clergy are guilty or innocent. The punishments were much less severe than in the King’s courts. Some people gained ‘benefit of clergy’, which meant that if you were a member of the clergy you could choose to be tried for your crime in the church rather than the King’s courts and so avoid harsh punishment. 

Chancellor: The king’s leading minister and the man responsible for running the government.

Movable goods: Everything that some owns that can be picked up, so not the home itself!

Exile: When someone is forced to live in another country because they are afraid of what would happen to them if they returned to their home country.

Papal legates: Men who acted on behalf of the Pope, often in negotiations or other efforts to reach an agreement during a dispute.

Pope: The man who is head of the whole of the Catholic Church. Before the 1530s he was the most important of all Christians.

Excommunication: A very severe punishment issues by the Church. It means that a person who has suffered this punishment cannot receive any of the church’s services and is therefore likely to go to hell when he dies.

Barons: A rich and powerful man who owns much land, and has a great deal of influence, often upon the king.

Refuge in cathedral: Becket took refuge (going to a place of safety) in Canterbury Cathedral because it was a sin to commit an act of violence in a holy place.

Private penance: a punishment given by the church which can be suffered only by the person being punished.

Holy Land: The area around Jerusalem which is holy to many different religions. The Crusades were a period when Christian armies were ordered by the Pope to fight against Muslim armies in an effort to gain control of the Holy Land.

Flogged: to be whipped.

Saint: a very holy person who is honoured after their death by being made a saint by the Pope. Saints are thought to possess special powers and are able to help or comfort those who visit their shrines.

Pilgrims: people who make a journey, often to a place of special religious importance, as proof of their dedication to God.


HENRY II AND BECKET-I I





INTRODUCTION





Dispute between the King and the leader of the English Church in the 1160s that led to the violent murder of the �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "archbishop"��Archbishop of Canterbury�





Will look at:


Why they quarrelled


Events leading to Becket’s murder


Results of the murder (Apart from Becket being dead)





Why Henry II and Becket quarrelled





Partly a matter of PERSONALITY. Henry had a fierce temper whilst Becket was stubborn and ambitious





Mostly quarrelled over who should control the church, particularly �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "courts"��church courts�.





Becket chosen as Archbishop by Theobald, the previous archbishop. Theobald thought Becket would be able to protect the church.





Henry thought that Becket would help the King gain control of the church.





Becket changed when he became Archbishop of Canterbury:


He no longer thought he had masters to please and could do as he wished


He became deeply religious, read the �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "scriptures"��scriptures�, rose at dawn to pray and wore a �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "hair"��hair shirt.�





Becket began to strongly defend the church’s rights





Becket fought Henry over the King’s attempts to punish the �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "clergy"��clergy� in the �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "king"��King’s courts�





Becket argued that Henry �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "power"��received his power from the church� and could not � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "try" ��try� priests or order about bishops





Henry wanted clergy guilty of crimes punished more severely. Also wanted money from �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "fines"��fines�. Henry had a list of 100 murders committed by �HYPERLINK "henry and becket.doc" \l "clergy"��clergy�





HENRY II AND BECKET- II





MAIN EVENTS LEADING TO BECKET’S MURDER





Becket appointed Archbishop in 1162





Becket and Henry argued over who should control the church courts





1163 Henry demanded that priests who had committed crimes be handed over for punishment





Henry attempted to find Becket guilty of crimes he had supposedly committed when Becket had been the King’s � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "chancellor" ��Chancellor.� Becket risked losing all � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "movable" ��movable� goods. Becket fled abroad secretly and in disguise.





1164 Becket forced into � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "exile" ��exile� and lived the life of a monk.





Several attempts, involving Henry, Becket, the � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "pope" ��Pope� and � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "papal" ��papal legates�, to solve the disputes





Henry needed Becket back in England because new bishops had to be appointed and he wanted his son to be crowned





December 1170 Becket returned and was given promises about the power of the church. He excommunicated 3 bishops chosen by Henry





25 December 1170


Becket � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "excommunication" ��excommunicated� leading � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "barons" ��baron� and supporter of Henry, Ranulf de Broc despite promises not to punish barons.





News of de Broc’s excommunication reaches Henry in Normandy 





4 Knights set off for Canterbury





Becket persuaded by advisers to take � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "refuge" ��refuge in Cathedral�





Knights failed to drag Becket from altar. Murdered him in Church on 29 December 1170.





HENRY II AND BECKET - III





THE RESULTS





Pope had to make a difficult decision: he had to make sure that those guilty of Becket’s murder would be punished but did not want to make an enemy of Henry





Pope � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "excommunication" ��excommunicated� the murderers and those who helped them but did not excommunicate Henry by name





Henry left for Ireland





Henry told Pope he had neither intended nor desired for Becket to be murdered.





Pope’s punishments for Henry: 





� HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "penance" ��Private penance�


Henry had to supply 200 knights for one year in defence of the � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "Holy" ��Holy land�


Henry had to � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "Crusades" ��crusade� for 3 years unless the Pope said otherwise


Powers of the � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "courts" ��church courts� should be restored.


� HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "clergy" ��Clergy� should be tried in the church courts


Possessions of Canterbury cathedral to be given back.





Henry’s private penance


Henry marched through the streets of Canterbury and � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "flogged" ��flogged� by monks





Becket made a � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "saint" ��saint� and huge numbers of � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "pilgrims" ��pilgrims� flocked to his � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "tomb" ��tomb�





Henry kept the power to appoint bishops.








