


Introduction





Montezuma friendly to Cortes, showed him wonders  of Tenochitlan





Spanish soldiers broke into bricked up doorway in palace





Discovery of heaps of gold, silver and jewels led to desire to find more





Death of Montezuma





Aztecs killed 2 messengers so Cortes decided to seize Montezuma as a hostage





Cortes smashed statues of Aztec gods and ordered end of human sacrifices





Cortes had Chief burned alive for killing the messengers





Another Spanish expedition had landed with orders to arrest Cortes





Cortes left city to deal with the threat





Some Spanish soldiers in Tenochtitlan were attacked when trying to stop Aztec ceremony





Montezuma tried to calm things but accidently stoned to death by own people





Escape from the city





Cortes realised that Spanish had to leave city





Spanish attacked by massive Aztec army





Many Spanish soldiers died because bridges destroyed and drowned under weight of treasure they carried





Cortes returns





Cortes lost half his men and several thousand Mexican allies





Gathered new support: 1,000 Spanish, 150,000 Mexicans





After destroying several armies, marched on Tenochtitlan





Built ships armed with cannon and sailed across Lake Texcoco





Fierce battle. Captured Spaniards immediately sacrificed as fighting entered city





End of the Aztecs





Aztecs could hold out no longer





Spanish slaughtered inhabitants





Tenochtitlan fell, Aztec resistance ended





Cortes became Governor of ‘New Spain’. Replaced few years later





Afterwards…





Spanish priests sent to Mexico, Churches built





Aztec buildings and temples torn down





Aztecs had no immunity against European diseases





Aztecs became slaves working for conquerors





Within 50 years no trace of once mighty Aztec Empire








