 





Petitions: Collecting the signatures of people who agree with you and the aims of the group that you represent. A petition shows how many supporters you have.

Chartism:  A mid-nineteenth century movement which tried to give more men the right to vote and which attempted to change who could be Members of Parliament. It failed within its lifetime but many of its major aims were later adopted.

Subscription: An amount of money paid regularly in return for a good or service or possibly as part of a saving scheme which would benefit the subscriber at some later time.

M.P.s: Members of Parliament. People (always men before the twentieth century) who are chosen to represent a town or county following an election. They go to Parliament where they help make laws and decisions on how they country should be run.

Homeworkers: Men and women who worked at home, usually making cloth, and who often lost their work to those who worked in factories which could produce the cloth much faster and more cheaply.

Great Reform Act: A law passed in 1832 that changed how could vote in elections. It meant that a few more people (well, 250,000) more could vote although it did not allow poor people to vote.

Economy/Economic situation: How the businesses in a country are getting on and how this affects the number of people with jobs, the pay people receive and the prices people have to pay for the things they buy. In a healthy economy there would be few people without jobs, people would be earning more each year and prices would only go up slowly (if at all). Businesses would be making a profit. In a poor economic situation businesses would be losing money, people would be paid less, unemployment would be high.

.

Unemployment: When people do not have a paid job. 

Bill/Act: When Parliament wishes to introduce a law it has to be discussed by the members of both Houses. When they are discussing the change they want to make the law-to-be is known as a BILL and can be changed at several different stages. When the houses finally agree and a vote has been taken to accept the bill it is then presented to the Queen, who signs it. When this has been done the bill is now known as an ACT and becomes law. 

Secret ballot: This is when people vote so that no-one knows, or is allowed to know how they voted. That way people can vote as they wish without fear of being punished for not voting the ‘right’ way.


Chartists relatively powerless, though many of the points of the charter (the first 4) were later accepted





Started with clear aims but forced to change approaches





CONCLUSION





Shadow of violence after Newport Rising 1839





Land plan a disaster





False signatures suggested Chartism not as popular as Northern Star suggested





Government felt threatened only by mass meeting. But low turn-out.





Government able to ignore first two petitions. Chartists were


 not seen as important.





Why did Chartism fail?





Failed as farmers. Scheme stopped in 1851.





After 5 years only 250 had moved





Bought five estates for members to move to.





70,000 people paid weekly � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "subscription" ��subscription�





Feargus O’Connor aimed to move unemployed factory workers into countryside.





CHARTERED LAND PLAN





OTHER METHODS





Factories had to stop because Chartists removed key parts from boilers





Wages reduced, strikes started





HISTORY OF CHARTISM





Methods of gaining support changed as previous ones failed or new one became more appropriate





Main 


Methods


PETITIONS,


Strikes,


Chartist Clubs,


Chartered Land Plan.





FIRST � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "petitions" ��PETITION�





Start of Chartism





Lovett formed London Working Men’s Association 1836





Remember:


They’re called Chartists because of the Charter





Drew up petition of 1¼ million signatures in 1839. Government ignores it.





SECOND PETITION





Organised by Feargus O’Connor in 1842. 





3 million signatures








Parliament ignores it again.





THIRD PETITION





1848 Organised by O’Connor





Six million signatures





Meeting planned at Kennington Common. Expected half a million people.





Government worried: 8,000 soldiers under the Duke of Wellington





Heavy rain: only 20,000 people turn up.





Many petition signatures false





Final failure of petitions













































































Appealed to � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "Homeworkers" ��homeworkers� whose jobs were taken by factory workers





Many hoped that being able to vote would bring higher wages and more jobs.





� HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "Economy" ��Economic situation� very bad. Made worse by New Poor Law of 1834.





Chartism began 4 years after Reform Act i.e.


1836.





Many people disappointed by � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "GRA" ��Great Reform Act.� Had taken part in the demonstrations but had gained nothing.





WHY PEOPLE JOINED





vi) Annual Parliaments:


Prevent corruption and bribery. Actually represent their constituents





v) Equal constituencies:


No. of � HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "Members" ��M.P.s� in proportion to no. of electors





vi) Voting should be by secret ballot





iii) M.P.s should be paid





ii) No property qualification for M.P.s





i) Every man over 21 of sound mind (except criminals) should vote





POINTS OF THE CHARTER





Will cover: 


i) Points of charter


ii) Why people joined


iii) History of Chartists


iv) Why Chartism failed





Put together a people’s charter of six points calling for electoral reform





Main leaders: William Lovett and Feargus O’Connor





� HYPERLINK "definitions.doc" \l "chartism" ��CHARTISM:�


Movement of those disappointed by 1832 Reform Act





INTRODUCTION





1842 North of England. 





STRIKES





Women formed many Chartist clubs despite fact that Chartists did not claim votes for women





Helped compile petitions





Groups of Chartists formed in the North of England





CHARTIST CLUBS
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