









The Naming of Athens





Legend says Athene and Poseidon argued over naming of Athens





Poseidon promised people riches through sea trade





Athene planted olive tree as gift to people





People decided Athene’s gift more valuable





City named after Athene





Athene’s tree burnt when when city attacked by Persians





Tree later grew back giving people hope





The City of Athens





Athens dominated by hill called the Acropolis, meaning ‘high city’





City had spring for water and was easy to defend





By end of Dark Ages, Acropolis now sacred place, used for temples and shrines





Houses and public buildings built around base of hill





480 BC Athens sacked by the Persians, temples on Acropolis destroyed





Rebuilding of city ordered by Pericles. These buildings survive today





500-336 BC (Classical period) about 250,000 people lived in Athens and surrounding countryside





Democracy in Athens





Democracy comes from demos meaning people and kratos meaning rule





Democracy introduced by Cleisthenes in 508 BC





In Ancient Greece only citizens could vote: not women, foreigners and slaves





6000 citizens had to be present for ASSEMBLY meeting to take place. Assembly discussed suggestions made by the COUNCIL.





Council made up of 500 citizens drawn from 10 Athenian tribes. Drew up new laws and policies





Ostracism used to remove unpopular politicians. Vote held once a year. If voted against by more than 6000 people politician had to leave Athens for 10 years





Legal System





All citizens had to take part in legal system





Citizens over 30 expected to volunteer for jury service





Jurors paid





No professional lawyers or judges. Jury of over 200 men so could not be bribed





Each juror given two bronze tokens which they used for voting. At end of trial these were handed in to show if person on trial was innocent or guilty





One juror randomly chosen as judge, 4 counted votes and one worked the water clock that limited speaking time





To find out more go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ancientgreece/athens/index.shtml" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ancientgreece/athens/index.shtml� (You can click this link)








