











Slavery source of enormous wealth and foundation of Britain’s empire





Introduction





Slave trade abolished 1807. Not legal to buy and sell, still legal to own slaves





Parliament abolishes slavery 1833





Four factors affecting abolition:


White middle-class campaigners


White working-class campaigners


Black people’s actions


Economic factors





White Middle-class Campaigners





Granville Sharp





1765 Sharp met young black man, Jonathan Strong, badly injured. Beaten by owner, ran away





Sharp took Strong to hospital. When recovered, Strong worked as messenger. Two years later, Strong’s old owner captured and sold him. Strong to be taken to Jamaica





Sharp won case to prevent Strong from being sent away. Won other cases too. Judges agreed that master could not force slave out of Britain.





Sharp did not manage to have slavery abolished but had impact through other cases such as slave ship Zong





Campaign to abolish slavery led by Quakers – believed slavery was a sin against Christian teachings





1797 group of 12 Quakers formed to fight for abolition. William Wilberforce best known as MP who made speeches in Parliament against the slave trade.





Thomas Clarkson collected information about slave ships. Persuaded people of how bad the trade was. Huge petitions presented to Parliament





Slave trade abolished in 1807





White working class campaigners





1788 petitions flooded into Parliament from working class people in Manchester





1788 10,000 people signed a petition. 1792 20,000 signed (out of population of 75,000)





Campaigns continued after abolition of slave trade. 1814 1½ million people signed petition to make slavery illegal and free existing slaves





Black People’s Actions





18th century many black slaves demanded wages and to be treated like ordinary servants. Ran away.





Legal position unclear. Not legal or illegal to trade in slaves.





Slave owners increasingly failed in attempts to recover slaves through courts





Olaudah Equiano made story of his life as slave known when he published his autobiography in 1789.





10 years old when taken from Africa as a slave.





Taken from London to America where he was sold. Bought his freedom. Returned to England and married Sarah Cullun from Ely.





Travelled country speaking at meetings, worked with abolitionists like Sharp. Brought case of Zong to public attention





Ideas about equality and liberty behind French Revolution in 1789 influenced slaves in French colony of St Domingue. Death rate among these slaves very high because of dreadful conditions. French made alliance with Britain to prevent revolution.





1791 slaves rebelled. Murdered white plantation owners, set fire to sugar cane. Led by  Toussaint L’Ouverture, defeated French and British soldiers





Slavery abolished, 1804 island declared itself independent, renamed as Haiti. Fear of revolt spread through West Indies





Economic Factors





From 1770s West Indies less important to Britain





Cuba and Brazil could produce cheaper sugar





Many plantations in West Indies closed down





Demand for slaves fell. In Barbados, 1771 2728 slaves imported, 1772 none imported





Writers such as Adam Smith believed that slavery not an efficient way of producing goods





Parliament passed laws to improve conditions on plantations. Little effect, 1831 slaves in Jamaica went on strike, set fire to cane fields. Plantation owners shot 100, hanged 300. Many realised conditions could not be improved. 1833 slavery abolished





Conclusion





All 4 factors important.





Ultimately had to be a law passed by a white Parliament but passed at a time when slavery less profitable and less acceptable to public.








